5.5 Chest Drain Removal Flowchart

-Gloves — sterile & non-sterile

-Disposable apron

-Disposable visor mask/goggles

-Sterile Dressing pack: inc. drape, gallipot, gauze.
-Chest drain site & wound site cleaning solution:
0.9% sodium chloride (Prontosan may also be used)

- Stitch cutter

- Steristrips

- Occlusive dressing for chest drain wound site: E.g Duoderm

- Chest drain clamps x2 (more if require)

-Clinical watse bag (x2) & large clinical waste bin

* dressing for mediastinal wound site and chest drain site if
removing medisteinal drains post-cardiac surgery.

Consideration/pre-procedure

Check drain(s) to be removed

Carry out pre-removal check (E.g. anticoagulation)
Explanation & reassurance

Analgesia & sedation

Monitor vital signs - baseline & throughout
Ensure sufficient staff to assist with procedure
Disconnect suction if attached

Procedure

Clean trolley

-open dressing pack and equipment

onto clean trolley

-clean chest drain site

-ldentify anchor suture and purse Wash hands and don appropriate
string PPE for procedure
-Check assistant & child ready

-Cut anchor suture

-Remave drain

-Apply pressure with sterile gauze

swab and hold drain site closed

-apply steristrips (if indicated)

- Reassure child

- Clamp all chest drains

- Remove dressing around chest
drain

- Identify with nurse the anchor
suture and purse string

- Prepare purse string for tying
- Tie purse string firmly and
securely as drain is removed
{checking with nurse)

- Support and monitor child
throughout

Remove gloves and wash hands, re-
apply appropriate gloves for task

- Clean drain site
- Apply occlusive dressing to
the drain site

- Remove drain clamps

(**attach new drain chamber if still chest
drain(s) insitu, then unclamp)

- Dispose of drains, drainage system & all
clinical watse

Remove PPE and Wash hands post
procedure

-Esure patients comfort
- Note vitial signs post drain removal & document
- Arrange x-ray if required*

If post-cardiac surgery:

- Identify pacing wires & secure (to prevent inadvertent removal of wires at this point)
- Check mediastinal wound site dressing

- If completely intact, leave as per protocol (i.e. re-dress Days 2,5 & 7)

If removing chest drain(s) likely to disrupt integrity of the dressing, then:

- Strip medisteinal wound dressing, clean wound & redress mediastinal wound site with recommended
dressing.

- Complete formal wound assessment & documentation




